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Protecting Hi-Tech Inventions -- an Introduction to Patent Law
(with Focus on U.S. Patent Law)

Outline:

e Introduction and General Description of Patent Systems

e Whatis a patent?

e Social policy --monopoly for limited period in return for full disclosure of the invention
e What can you do with a patent?

¢ National character of the right

e Most important requirements for patentability

¢ What can a patent do for you?

e 90+ % of all patents are worthless

e But, other extreme is also possible --- the recent Blackberry litigation (NTP Inc. v. Research in Motion)

e Specific topics of interest to researchers

e Parts of a patent

e The concept of priority

e What is prior art?

e Duty to disclose all information material to patentability in the US
e Importance of inventorship in US law

¢ Exclusions from patentability; the differing treatment in the U.S. and Europe of software and business methods
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