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INTRODUCTION TO POPULATION

Fall 2004
Fatoş Gökşen

College of Arts and Sciences

Office: SOS 226, ext. 1311

Office Hours: Wednesday, 10-12 , or by appointment

This course introduces some basic processes of population  -fertility, mortality and migration to identify dynamics of social change.  Knowledge of the three population processes provides the foundation needed to understand the demographic underpinnings of several major issues confronting the world; population growth and women, urbanization, environment  and economic development.  

The course is organized into three parts; 1. Demographic Perspectives, 2. Population  Processes, 3. Population and Contemporary Social Issues and Policies.

Requirements of the course constitute of a midterm exam (25%), a short essay based on a newspaper or magazine article/news story (15%), a paper, and (20%), a final exam (30%), and class attendance and participation (10%).  For class discussions you are expected to do the readings both from your textbook and the materials put on reserve.  Class attendance is mandatory.  The students who fail to attend 1/3 of classes and discussion sessions may get an automatic F. 

Textbook:  Weeks, R. James.  POPULATION: AN INTRODUCTION TO CONCEPTS AND ISSUES.  Wadsworth Publishing Company: California, 1994.



Course Outline

Week 1-2

Demographic Perspectives  

Hodgson, Denis. 1983. “Demography as social science and policy science.” Population and Development Review, 9:1, 1-34. 



Shorter, Fred, 1995. The crisis of the population knowledge in Turkey.  New 

Perspectives on Turkey, Spring, 12, pp.1-31.

Shorter, Fred.  Population of Turkey, 1923-1994.  DIE, 1996, pp.1-9.


Weeks, Chp.3.

Week 3-4

Population concepts and processes: Fertility

Weeks, Chp. 4, pp. 90-122 (skim), pp. 124-155


Alter, G. “Theories of fertility decline: A nonspecialist’s guide to current debate.  In J. 
Gillis, L. Tilly, and D. Levine (eds.) The European Experience of Declining Fertility, 
1850-1970.  Blackwell, 1992.


 McNicoll, G.  “Institutional analysis of fertility,” In K. Lindhall-Kiessling 

 and H. Landberg (eds.), Population, Economic Development and the 


 Environment.  Oxford University Press, 1994, pp. 199-230.

Week 5

 Mortality


 Weeks, Chp. 6, pp.157-191.


Potter, Joseph E. “Parallels between the mortality transition and the fertility transition”
In L. Chen, A. Kleinman, and N. Ware (eds.) Health and Social Change in 
International Perspective, Harvard University Press: Boston 1992.



Sen, Amartya. 1993.  “The economics of life and death.” Scientific American, May 
1993, 40-47.


Week 6–7 

Migration


    Weeks, Chp. 7, pp. 193-206, 217-223.


    
Icduygu, Ahmet.  1996.  Population, poverty and culture: Identifying the economic and social mechanisms for migration in Turkey.  Innovation, pp.2-19

Icduygu, A., Sirkeci, I., and Muradoglu, G. Socio-economic development and mobility: Facilitating or restricting the emigratory flows from a country- A Turkish study.

Icduygu, A. Migration from Turkey to Western Europe: Recent trends and prospects.

Day, L. H. ,and Icduygu, A.  1997.  The consequences of international migration for the status of women: A Turkish study.  International Migration, 35(3), pp.337-371.
Şimşek-Çağlar, A. “A table in two hands” In D. Kandiyoti and A. Saktanber (eds.) Fragments of Culture:The Everyday of Modern Turkey. I.B.Tauris Pub.:New York, 2002.
Yalçın-Heckmann, L. “Negotiating ıdentities: Media representations of different generations of Turkish migrants in Germany”. In D. Kandiyoti and A. Saktanber (eds.) Fragments of Culture:The Everyday of Modern Turkey. I.B.Tauris Pub.:New York, 2002.

Week 8
  

Population And Contemporary Social Issues


Population and Women



  Oppenheim-Mason, K.  “The impact of women’s position on demographic 

  change during the course of development,” In Federici, Mason, and Sogner 

  (eds.)  Women’s Position and Demographic Change.  Clarendon 


  Press:London, 1993, pp.19-42.


  Ware, H.  “The effects of fertility, family organization, sex structure of the 

  labor market, and technology on women. In Federici, Mason, and Sogner 

  (eds.)  Women’s Position and Demographic Change.  Clarendon 


  Press:London, 1993, pp.259-284.

Week 9
  

Population and Urbanization

 Weeks, Chp. 12 (skim)

Aksoy, Asu, and Kevin Robins.  1997.  Modernism and Millenium: Trial by Space in Istanbul.  City, 8:21-36.



Midterm November 23, Tuesday
Week 10-11 

Population and Environment


  Weeks, Chp. 14 (skim)

Myers, Norman.  1994.  Population and Environment:  The vital linkages.  Population, Environment and Development, United Nations, pp.55-63.

Brechin, S., and Kempton, W.  1994.  Global Environmentalism: A challenge to  the postmaterialist thesis.  Social Science Quarterly, 75:2, pp245-269.


Gökşen, F., Adaman, F., and Zenginobuz, Ü. (2002) “On environmental concern, willingness-to-pay and postmaterialist values:Evidence from Istanbul” Environment and Behavior 34:5, 616-633.
Week 12-13


 Population, Economic Development and Poverty

Weeks, Chp. 13.


Keeley, A.C., and McCreeney, W.P.  “Population and Development in 


historical perspective,” In R. Cassen (ed.)  Population and Development: Old 

Debates, New Conclusions.  Transaction Publ.: Oxford, 1994, pp. 107-126.


Birdsall, N.  “ Government, population, and poverty: A win-win tale,” In R. 

Cassen (ed.)  Population and Development: Old
Debates, New Conclusions.  

Transaction Pub.: Oxford, 1994, pp.253-274


Bora, Aksu “Olmayanın nesini idare edeceksin?: Yoksulluk, Kadınlar ve Hane”. In N. 

Erdoğan (ed.)  Yoksulluk Haller: Türkiye’de Kent Yoksulluğunun Toplumsal 

Görünümleri. Demokrasi Kitaplığı Yayınevi, 2002.

Ocak, Ersin. “Yoksulun evi”. In N.Erdoğan (ed.) Yoksulluk Haller: Türkiye’de Kent 

Yoksulluğunun Toplumsal Görünümleri. Demokrasi Kitaplığı Yayınevi, 2002.





Paper proposals due December 14, Tuesday
Week 14 

Family Planning and Population Policies


   Weeks, Chp.15


   Finkle, J.L., and McIntosh, C.A., “ The new politics of population,” In J.L. 

   Finkle and C.A. McIntosh (eds.)  The New Politics of Population, Oxford 

   University Press, 1994, pp.3-29.


Lesthaeghe, R. 1980. “ On the social control of human reproduction.” Population and 
Development Review, 6:4, 527-548.


Dixon-Mueller, R., and Germain, A.  “ Population policy and feminist 


political action in three developing countries,” In J.L. Finkle and C.A. 


McIntosh (eds.)  The New Politics of Population, Oxford University Press, 

1994, pp.197-220.


   Dixon-Mueller, R.  Population Policy and Women’s Right:  Transforming 

   Reproductive Choice, Praeger:London, 1993, Chp.1.

Term papers due last day of class
Please be sure that you are familiar with the University Academic Regulations and the Regulations for Student Disciplinary Matters.  Policies related to excused absences, cheating, plagiarism, withdrawal, and incompletes can be found in these materials.  As students and faculty in the Koç University, we are all responsible for adhering to these policies.

And finally, I value your comments regarding the development of the course.  If you are particularly pleased or dissatisfied with some aspect of this class, I encourage you to speak with me.  My performance as your teacher will only improve when I am provided with timely feedback.

PAGE  
1

_1011703405.doc
[image: image1.png]






