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Course Description:
This course examines the interaction between various institutions and actors that make up the field we call international political economy, and which in turn affect distributions of wealth and power on various levels. It is designed for students who are particularly interested in the interactions between states, markets, firms, NGOs, and not-for-profit organizations at the local, national, regional, and supranational levels. Most of our focus will be on how the world is structured and how power is distributed and exercised with special reference to trade, production, finance, and knowledge.

We will begin with a critical analysis of the major theoretical approaches to international trade and investment. In this analysis we will include the classical approaches such as mercantilism, liberalism, historical structuralism as well as recent debates emerging from postmodernism, feminism, and environmentalism. Building on this foundation we will examine the nature and effects of international “structures” of trade, production, finance, and knowledge, also paying critical attention to their appearances, power circulations, and what /who is occasionally absent from them. In the third section, we will focus on contemporary struggles among (and within) advanced industrial states over markets and protectionism. Among the issues of importance are conflicts over regional integration and competitiveness in Europe North America and East Asia including the challenges posed by rising powers from the “South”. Finally, we will explore North-South relations, by critically examining concepts and issues such as development and global governance.

Throughout the course our goal will be to appraise explanatory frameworks that can be applied to a diverse set of political issues. Students will be expected to critically assess theories of international trade; write intelligently about struggles between actors over power and resources; and connect current events to material discussed in the course. By the end of the course you will have gained a comprehensive overview of the major concepts, methods, and trends in international political economy.

Requirements:

1. Attendance and participation: Regular attendance is a must if you are serious about your work and the grade you will receive. Being late to class is inexcusable and will affect your grade. I expect everyone to be in class on time.  
You are encouraged to come to class with specific questions you may have about the readings or the lectures. Please remember that you are invited to respectfully and analytically question any arguments or opinions you read or hear in this course. 
2. Readings: You are expected to have completed the readings before the first lecture of each week because lectures largely engage with the readings and move beyond them. 

The primary text for the course is David Balaam and Bradford Dilman’s Introduction to International Political Economy, 5th ed. (New Jersey: Pearson, 2010). Other required readings are listed below and will be included in the reading package for the course. The additional readings are not optional: in a couple of the weeks you will find that lectures will be based solely on these readings and most of the time they will provide additional insight to the chapters so it is imperative that you read them.
3. Grading: There will be a midterm and a final exam. These will assess your understanding of and engagement with the material studied. They will cover the readings and the lectures. 

You will be expected to write a term paper (12 pages-maximum; double-spaced) on a theme and question determined in conjunction with me. The question will have to be related to the issues we are covering and the themes we are exploring. You are advised to submit a one-page outline of the term paper by November 12, 2010
Midterm exam 



25% 
Date: November 24, 2010
Final exam




40% 

Research paper



25%
Deadline: December 29, 2010
Class participation



10%

Late submission of the research paper will be subject to penalty of 2 points per day.
See available databases at http://www.ku.edu.tr/ku/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=442&Itemid=879
Academic Integrity:

Honesty and trust are important to us all as individuals. Students and faculty adhere to the following principles of academic integrity at Koç University. 

1. Individual accountability for all individual work, written or oral. Copying from others or providing answers or information, written or oral, to others is cheating.

2. Providing proper acknowledgment of original author. Copying from another student’s paper or from another text without written acknowledgment is plagiarism. Recycling a paper written for another class also falls under this category.
3. Study or project group activity is effective and authorized teamwork. Unauthorized help from another person or having someone else to write one’s paper or assignment is collusion. 
Cheating, plagiarism, and collusion are serious offences resulting in an F as your course grade and disciplinary action. Your assignments will be uploaded on www.turnitin.com. This program checks your work against a worldwide database of written work to detect problems of academic honesty. 

It is crucial to give proper credit to the works of others. Whether intentional or not, improper use of materials can be considered a violation of academic honesty. Sources must be listed in a bibliography at the end of the paper.  If you are unsure of when and how to use quotation marks or how to cite materials, you should use a guide to writing, visit the Writing Center, or see the instructor. Information on documentation styles is available here: http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/index.html.  You can test your knowledge of plagiarism in the following websites: http://www.lib.usm.edu/research/plag/plagiarismtutorial.php.   
http://www.turnitin.com/research_site/e_home.html
Class schedule

· Part I: Approaches to International Political Economy

Introductions: What is international political economy? 

Balaam & Dillman, Ch. 1 

Liberalism and Neoliberalism

Balaam & Dillman, Ch.2

Mercantilism and Realism

Balaam & Dillman, Ch. 3
Stephen Gill and David Law, 1988. The Global Political Economy. New York: Harvester Wheatsheaf, Ch. 3.
Historical Structuralism 

Balaam & Dillman, Ch.4
Alternative Critical Perspectives 

Balaam & Dillman, Ch. 5

Ayşe Buğra, 2007. Polanyi’s Concept of Double Movement and Politics in the Contemporary Market Society, in Ayşe Buğra and Kaan Ağartan, Eds. Reading Karl Polanyi for the Twenty-First Century. New York and Hampshire: Palgrave MacMillan, pp. 2-5, pp. 173-189.
Spike Peterson, 2006. How (the Meaning of) Gender Matters in Political Economy. The New Political Economy. 10(4), pp. 499-521.
Joan Martinez-Alier, 2004. Environmental Justice (Local and Global), in Frederic Jameson and Masao Miyoshi, Eds., Cultures of Globalization. Durham and London: Duke University Press, pp. 312-326.
· Part II: Structures of International Political Economy
The Global Production and Trade Structure

Balaam and Dillman, Ch. 6
Thomas Oatley, 2004. International Political Economy, Interests and Institutions in the Global Economy. New York: Pearson, chapter 3

Ziya Öniş and Koray Mutlu, 2007. “WTO at the End of its First Decade: The Political Economy of Asymmetric Interdependence”, Journal of International Trade and Diplomacy, Vol. 1, no.1, pp. 

Technology and Knowledge Structure

Balaam & Dillman, Ch. 10

Susan Strange, States and Markets, 119-138.

Bob Jessop, 2007. Knowledge as a Fictitious Commodity: Insights and Limits of a Polanyian Perspective, in Reading Karl Polanyi for the Twenty-First Century, pp. 116-133.
International Monetary and Financial Structure

Balaam and Dillman, Ch. 7, 8
Eric Helleiner, 1994. States and Re-emergence of Finance. Ithaca: Cornell University 
Press, chapter 1
Transnational Corporations and the Governance of Foreign Investment

Balaam and Dillman, Ch. 17
Susan Strange, 1991. Big Business and State, Millennium 20(1): 245-250.

Susan Strange, 1998. Globaloney? Review of International Political Economy, 5(4): 

704-711.

Robinson, W.I. & Harris, J. Towards a Ruling Class? Globalization and the Transnational Capitalist Class. Science and Society, 64, pp. 11-54.

Susan Strange, Mad Money, pp. 1-42, 158-178
· Part III: States and Markets in the Global Economy: Competing Models of Capitalism
New Regionalism in Comparative Perspective:  NAFTA, the European Union and Asia Pacific Regionalism  
Balaam & Dillman, Ch. 11, 12
Tony Porter 2006, “The North American Free Trade Agreement” in Richard Stubbs 
and Geoffrey Underhill, eds., The Political Economy of the Changing Global Order , Third Edition , Ch 22, pp. 317-331

Bastian Van Appeldoorn, 2006 “The Transnational Political Economyof European 
Integration: The Future of Socio-economic Governance in European Union, in Stubbs and Underhill, Ch 21, pp. 306-316.

Richard Higgott, 2006, “Economic Regionalism in East Asia: Consolidation with 
Centrifugal Tendencies” in Stubbs and Underhill, Ch. 24, pp. 344-355.

Rising Powers from the South: The Challenge of BRICs

Balaam & Dillman, Ch. 13

Shaun Breslin, 2006, “China and the Political Economy of Global Engagement” in 
Stubbs and Underhill, eds., The Political Economy of the Changing Global Order, Third Edition, Ch. 34, pp. 465-477.

Nicola Phillips, 2006, “Latin America in the Global Political Economy”, in Stubbs and 
Underhill, Ch. 23, pp. 332-343.

· Part IV Transnational  Challenges for Global Governance
Developmental Challenge
Robert O’Brien and Marc Williams, 2007. Global Political Economy: Evolution and 
Dynamics, Second Ed. New York: Palgrave, Ch. 10, 12
Ziya Öniş and Fikret Şenses, 2005 “Rethinking the Emerging Post-Washington 
Consensus” Vol. 36, No.2, pp. 263-290.
Dani Rodrik, 2006 “Goodbye Washington Consensus, Hello Washington Confusion? A 
Review of the World Bank’s Economic Growth in the 1990s: Learning from a Decade of Reform”, Journal of Economic Literature, 44 (December): 973-87
Ballam and Dillman, Ch.  15, 18, 19

Environmental Challenge

Ballam and Dillman, Ch. 20

O’Brien and Williams, Ch. 11

Democracy Challenge

 O’Brien and Williams, 2007, Ch. 13

Ziya Öniş and Ali Burak Güven, 2010. The Global Financial Crisis and the Future of 
Neo-liberal Globalization: Rupture versus Continuity? Koç University GLODEM  Working Paper,10/01.
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