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Course Description
Not a day passes by when the European Union is not discussed in Turkey in one way or another. Yet, most of this discussion centers on the issue of Turkish accession. When it comes to understanding how the institutions of the European Union work and make decisions, and the issue areas and debates that concern European leaders and peoples, there is not enough of a discussion. This course aims to provide students with an informed understanding of the European Union, its history, institutions, and policy-making in different issue areas.   

Course Readings

The following textbook assigned for this course is available in the Bookstore:

· Ian Bache and Stephen George, Politics in the European Union (2nd ed.) 2006. Oxford University Press. 
Course Requirements
Students are required to attend all classes having completed the assigned readings. The participation grade will be based not solely on the student’s physical presence in class but active participation. The final course grade will be determined on the following basis:

Midterm Exam
25%

Final Exam
40%

Research Paper
25%

Participation
10%

There will be two examinations during the semester.  The exams will ask you to show both an understanding of the material as well as the ability to apply it.  All exams will be based on assigned readings and the material covered in class lectures. The term paper will be based on a piece of research which will be closely related to one of the main themes of the course. A list of possible term paper topics will be provided in the early stages of the course. The expected length of the term paper is 15 pages and the paper is due on May 27th. Late papers will be severely penalized. Additional information on the research paper will be provided in a separate hand-out. 

Course Schedule

Week 1 (Feb. 15-17)
(Ch. 5-6)
· Introduction 

· Europe after the War 

· The Schuman Plan for Coal and Steel

Week 2 (Feb. 22-24)  

(Ch. 7-10)
· The European Defense Community, the European Political Community and the Road to the Rome Treaty
· The European Coal and Steel Community and EURATOM
· The European Economic Community: 1958-1967

· After Luxemburg: The ‘Dark Ages’ of European Integration?

Week 3 (Mar. 1-3)

(Ch. 11-15)
· European Community into the 1980s
· The Single European Act

· Maastricht: The Treaty on European Union

· The Road to Amsterdam: A Flexible Europe? 

· From Amsterdam to Nice: Preparing for Enlargement
Week 4 (March 10)
(Ch. 16-17) 
· After Nice: Enlargement Overshadowed
· The Constitutional Stalemate, the Lisbon Treaty and Beyond

· The EU at a Crossroads

***STUDENTS SELECT POLICY AREAS

Week 5 (Mar. 15-17)                                    

(Ch. 18-20)  
· Institutional Architecture 

· The European Commission 

· The Council

Week 6 (Mar. 22-24)
(Ch. 21-23)  
· The European Parliament 

· The European Court of Justice 

· Organized Interest  
Week 7 (March 29-31)

· Review and Mid-Term 
· Deadline for the Abstract of the Term Paper

Week 8 (April 5-7)    
SPRING BREAK
Week 9 (Apr. 19-21) 

(Ch. 24-25, 28) 
· Policies and Policy Making in the European Union 

· Agriculture Policy

· Regional and Structural Policies

Week 10 (Apr. 26-28)
(Ch. 26-27) 

· The Single Market 

· Economic and Monetary Union

Week 11 (May 3-5)
(Ch. 28)

· Social and Environmental Policies 
Week 12 (May 10- 12) 

(Ch. 29-30)
· External Economic Relations

· Common Foreign and Security Policy

Week 13 (May 17), (*May 19th is Holiday)
(Ch. 31)
· Enlargement 

Week 14 (May 24-26)
· Overall Review
May 28th, 5:00 pm: RESEARCH PAPERS ARE DUE!

MAKE-UP EXAMS

Make-ups for the mid-term and final exams will be given only under exceptional circumstances. Only those students, who are able to officially document their excuses, will be allowed to take the make-up exams. Medical reports should be approved by the Koc University Medical Center. Even if the student provides official documentation, the professor retains the right to judge the validity of the student’s excuse and may still decide not to allow the student to take the make-up exam. If there is a need, the professor will announce the time and place of the make-up exam. If the student also misses the make-up exam, for whatever reason, he or she automatically receives a zero.     
ACADEMIC HONESTY

Honesty and trust are important to all of us as individuals. Students and faculty adhere to the following principles of academic honesty at Koc University:

1. Individual accountability for all individual work, written or oral. Copying from others or providing answers or information, written or oral, to others is cheating.
2. Providing proper acknowledgment of original author. Copying from another student’s paper or from another text without written acknowledgment is plagiarism.
3. Study or project group activity is effective and authorized teamwork. Unauthorized help from another person or having someone else write one’s paper or assignment is collusion.
4. Cheating, plagiarism and collusion are serious offences resulting in an F grade and disciplinary action.
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1. Intergovernmentalism versus neo-functionalism in explaining the process of European Integration

2. The results of the failure of the proposed European Constitution

3. The future of the nation state in Europe

4. The need for reforming labour market practices in Europe

5. The EU as a security community: the effectiveness of the EU in resolving border conflicts

6. Relationship of the EU with non-member states: the effectiveness of the Barcelona process and Union for Mediterranean

7. The Boundaries of Europe: the future of European enlargement

8. Greece, Spain and the European Community: Possible lessons for Turkey

9. Southern versus Eastern Enlargement of the Community: Similarities and Differences

10. Europe as a Global Actor: The effectiveness of the EU in promoting democracy in non-member states

11. EU policy toward the Balkans: Success or failure?

12. Europe’s democratic deficit: the nature of the problem; possible solutions for the future

13. The nature of the “ other” in the formation of European identity and its current repercussions

14. The origins and the future of the “Transatlantic Divide”

15. The nature of the Euro zone: A primarily political or economic project?

16. How important are corporate interests in shaping the future of the European Union?

17. The impact of new members such as Poland and potential entrants such as Turkey in shaping the future of the European Union

18. The Franco-German alliance and the future of the Stability and Growth Pact in Europe

19. How effective are the regional and structural funds: a critical perspective

20. The importance of small states in shaping the future of the EU

21. Britain as an awkward partner and its implications for the future of the EU

22. Can the EU provide an alternative to neo-liberal globalization?

23. The EU as an instrument of democracy protection and minority rights: Implications of the Eastern European experiences

24. Russia and the EU: Conflict or Co-operation?

25. The EU and its competitiveness problem: the importance of the Lisbon criteria

26. Does the EU have the potential to emerge as a genuinely multi-cultural project?

27. Can the reformed Swedish model become a model for the rest of the EU?

28. Importance of religion in the EU integration process

29. The limits of European integration as an elite-driven process

30. The future of multi-speed Europe: Can the integration process be reversed

31. The impact of Euro crisis for the “variable geometries” in Europe

32. The possible future scenarios for Euro zone and European integration

33. The changes in the structure of EU budget and its effects on EU’s attractiveness for potential member countries in the future?

34. The impact of demographic changes for the EU as a ‘global actor’

35. The assessment of EU’s China policies: Co-operation or conflict

36. The possible contributions of the EU to the “multi-level governance” discussions in the post-crisis period

37. The limits of EU’s normative power

38. The EU’s role in solving the Cyprus Question: A facilitator or a barrier 

39. Is a new ‘iron curtain” rising between Central and Eastern European countries and the Western European countries in the EU, especially after the global financial crisis?

40. What are the roles of crises in changing the direction of European integration: A historical comparative analysis? 

41. The power struggle in the EU: The future of Franco-German cooperation

42. Is there a future for Europe’s Southern periphery in the EU?

43. The impacts of Lisbon Treaty on the visibility of the EU as a global actor

44. Does the EU still need a Constitution?

45. The role of identity and culture in European integration

46. The state of the ‘European identity’: Achievements and failures

47. How effective are the European institutions? A comparative analysis

48. Can the European institutional design be an example for other regional integrations?

49. How the EU contributes Europeanization in candidate countries: An institutional analysis of Turkish case 

50. The EU’s effectiveness in the promotion of democracy in the world

INTL 330: ADDITIONAL READING LIST

On Constitutional Stalemate
· Dieter Grimm, “Does Europe Need a Constitution”, European Law Journal, Vol. 1, No. 3, 1995, pp. 282-302. 

· Jurgen Habermas, “Why Europe Needs a Constitution?”, New Left Review, No. 11, 2001, pp. 5-26.

· Gráinne de Búrca, “The European Constitution Project after the Referenda”, Constellations, Vol. 13, No. 2, 2006, pp. 205-217.
· Kemal Derviş, “A European “identity” is no answer to the EU’s ills”, Europe’s World, Vol. 7, Autumn 2007, pp. 42-47.  
On the Implications of Lisbon Treaty
· Stephen Woolcock, “The Treaty of Lisbon and the European Union as an Actor in International Trade”, ECIPE Working Paper, No. 01/2010. 
· George Tsebelis, “Thinking about Recent Past and Future of the EU”, Journal of Common Market Studies, Vol. 46, No. 2, 2008, pp. 265-292. 
On the Eurozone Crisis
· Elise Sarotte, “Eurozone Crisis as Historical Legacy”, Foreign Affairs, September 29, 2010. 

· Paul De Grauwe, “Crisis in the Eurozone and How to Deal with It?”, CEPS Policy Brief, No. 204/February 2010. 

· Costas Lapavitsas at al., “Eurozone Crisis: Beggar Thyself and Thy Neighbour”, RMF Occasional Report, March 2010.  
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